Proposed rail
line cuts across
research farm

Property overseen by Purdue faces losing
up to 75 acres of its most productive land

By AMY LAVALLEY
Post-Tribune

Jon Leuck and Jerry Fank-
hauser looked over a map with a
red line running through it north
to south on the Porter County
side of the Pinney Purdue Agri-
cultural Center property, cutting
through research fields and run-
ning parallel to a drainage ditch.

-\ The red line, running through
the heart of the ag center, repre-
sents Great Lakes Basin Trans-

portation’s route for its proposed
freight train line.

“It's truly our most valuable
soil and land” said Fankhauser,
director of Purdue Agricultural
Centers, as he and Leuck sat in
the main building Wednesday at
the center.

“This is where our researchers
like to conduct their research,”
added Leuck, superintendent of
the center in Wanatah. “It’s
high-value land”

Because Purdue University,
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Jerry Fankhauser, left, director of Purdue Agricultural Centers, and
Jon Leuck, superintendent of the Pinney Purdue Agricultural Center
in Wanatah, discuss the proposed Great Lakes Basin Transportation
freight train line that would cut through the property's research

center.

which oversees Pinney and sev-
en other ag centers across the
state, hasn’t issued a statement
on the impact GLBT’s proposal
might have at Pinney, neither
Fankhauser nor Leuck could

Vs

offer an opinion about the route’s

effect, though Fankhauser said a
statement should be forthcom-
ing soon.
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